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BY 
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PRESS  OPINIONS. 


“ Mr.  Burns  is  not  one  of  the  easy  optimists  who  suppose  that  everything  is  well 
because  we  have  Free  Trade.  But  he  has  a perfectly  clear  vision  of  the  dangers 
to  our  politics  and  the  loss  to  the  mass  of  people  which  would  follow  from  the 
abandonment  of  Free  Trade.  He  has  developed  these  themes  in  an  admirable 
little  pamphlet  (*  Labour  and  Free  Trade,’)  which  deserves  a wide  circulation.” — 
Westminster  Gazette. 

“ In  ‘ Labour  and  Free  Trade  ’ Mr.  John  Burns  throws  back  upon  the  ex-Colonial 
Secretary  every  contention  which  that  gentleman  advances,  and  proves  conclusively 
that  without  a doubt  the  changes  which  Mr.  Chamberlain  suggests  would  prove 
injurious  to  the  country  at  large,  and  particularly  injurious  to  working  classes.” — 
South  Wales  Daily  News. 

“I  hope  every  working  man  in  the  Kingdom  will  read  the  penny  pamphlet 
written  by  Mr.  John  Burns,  M.P.  This  is  one  of  the  clearest  and  most  satisfactory 
statements  of  the  Free  Trade  position  that  I have  yet  seen  ."—Reynolds'  Newspaper. 

••  Mr.  John  Burns  has  just  written  a pamphlet  on  * Labour  and  Free  Trade.’ 
In  its  few  pages  there  is  much  that  the  shrewd  worker  will  find  helpful  and 
instructive.  Mr.  Burns  has  issued  his  pamphlet  for  the  information  and  guidance 
of  the  workers,  and  I hope  that  it  will  be  extensively  read.” — Derby  Reporter, 

“ A vigorous  and  strongly  phrased  pamphlet  is  Mr.  John  Burns’s  * Labour  and 
Free  Trade.’  It  is  full  of  straight  speech  and  apt  phrasing,  as  well  as  of  facts  of  a 
striking  character.” — Investor's  Review. 


ONE  PENNY. 


Post  free  l£d.  (special  quotations  for  large  quantities). 


LONDON  : Kent  & Matthews,  Ltd.,  Printers,  180  Wandsworth  Road 
Simpkin  Marshall,  Hamilton,  Kent  & Co.,  Ltd. 


t 


Bondage  for  Black.  . 

Slavery  for  Yellow  Labour. 

By  JOHN  BURNS,  M.P. 


EVERY  disinterested  legislator,  every  fair-minded  citizen, 
every  duped  investor  now  realises  how  true  Dryden  was 
when  he  said  “ War  seldom  enters  but  where  wealth  allures.” 
Every  Briton  whose  country  has  appeared  to  him  to  be 
pioneer  of  universal  freedom  and  the  political  evangel  of  equal 
rights,  now  resents  the  way  in  which  he  was  deluded  into 
a long,  costly,  desolating,  and,  in  my  judgment,  dishonourable 
war  for  a selfish  quest.  The  war  against  the  Boer  Republics 
was  believed  by  honest,  simple  but  misguided  patriots  to  be 
on  behalf  of  freedom  and  franchise,  where  it  was  not  a holy 
crusade  to  rescue  the  African  native  from  the  cruel  and 
intolerable  tyranny  of  the  Boers.  In  fact,  the  healthy  and 
instinctive  repugnance  to  slavery  inherent  in  the  British  people 
was  played  upon  to  foment  anti-Boer  prejudice  by  the  very 
people  who  now  connive  at,  defend,  or  will  profit  by  the  slavery 
of  the  yellow  race,  which  is  now  proceeding  with  the  approval 
of  this  gold-spangled  Government. 

“ A cruel  and  corrupt  oligarchy  ” was  to  be  dethroned,  and 
in  its  place  was  to  be  installed  a British  Government  of  just 
renown,  where  freedom  would  broaden  quickly  down  from 
precedent  to  precedent. 

Few  people  suspected  that  the  “ corrupt  oligarchy  ” would 
be  succeeded,  as  it  has  been,  by  the  vacuous,  shameless,  and 
incompetent  bureaucracy  that  now  prevails  and  squanders,  but 
does  not  govern  in  South  Africa.  No  one  thought  that  under 
the  British  flag  “ indentured  yellow  labour,”  a rich  man’s 
euphemism  for  slavery,  would  be  forced  against  Colonial 
wishes  upon  South  Africa  by  a prancing  pro-consul  who  in 
this,  as  in  many  other  similar  matters,  is  but  the  pliant  medium 
of  the  mine  magnates  who,  to  secure  their  sordid  ends,  have 
involved  South  Africa  in  “ red  ruin  and  breaking  up  of  laws,” 
and,  if  not  pulled  up  by  an  indignant  electorate,  will  lose  South 
Africa  to  the  British  Empire. 

No  one  suspected — not  even  those  who  think  imperially — 
that  we  should  witness  the  degrading  spectacle  of  Primate, 
bishops  and  clergymen  condoning  chattel  slavery,  even 
extenuating  this  trafficking  in  human  souls  in  return  for 
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proselyting  facilities  for  converting  Mongolian  Confucians  in 
capitalistic  compounds.  But  even  this  lower  depth  has  been 
reached  and  passed,  and  the  deeper  disgrace  is  now  witnessed 
of  the  High  Court  of  Parliament  effacing  from  its  glorious 
past  its  noble  work  for  subject  races,  and  tearing  ruthlessly 
from  its  record  of  human  achievement  the  brightest,  because 
it  was  the  most  disinterested  legislative  Act  of  all  time, 
namely,  the  enactment  of  industrial  and  social  liberty — human 
freedom  for  all  within  its  sovran  domain. 

It  is  no  excuse  to  say  that  indentured  labour  has  been 
sanctioned  before.  Where  it  has  been,  the  labour  performed 
has  been  agricultural  or  pastoral,  and  not  accompanied  by  the 
loathsome  compound  system,  with  its  physical  restriction  and 
its  moral  degradation.  This  differentiates  all  other  indentured 
labour  from  what  is  now  being  imposed  upon  Africa,  and  makes 
it  the  industrial  slavery  it  is. 

It  is  no  answer  to  urge,  in  defence  of  this  crowning  infamy, 
the  plea  of  “ regrettable  necessity.”  This  is  the  coward’s  plea, 
the  criminal’s  defence,  the  wanton’s  excuse,  the  statesman’s 
shame,'  the  prelate’s  sin.  This  evasion  of  human  rights 
and  national  duty,  apart  from  perversion  of  our  noblest 
tradition,  is  a denial  of  our  responsibility  to  - inferior  races, 
whom  we  can  only  claim  to  govern  because  in  so  ruling  we 
substitute  for  the  slavery  of  savages  the  free  consent  of 
the  kindly  governed.  And  Parliament  has  been  asked, 
persuaded,  or  forced  to  do  this  by  the  cosmopolitan  financier 
who  lives  out  of  Africa  by  luring  other  people’s  credit  into 
it,  and  subordinating  in  his  pursuit  of  undisciplined  wealth 
all  principles  of  political  morality,  representative  government 
and  human  rights  for  the  manual  instruments  of  production 
that  he,  with  State-sanctioned  assistance,  employs. 

The  tragic  irony  of  all  this  iniquity  is  that  the  financial 
Jew,  whose  race  has  been  the  slave  of  the  centuries,  the 
persecuted  of  all  countries,  the  hunted  of  all  time,  should 
be  the  central  operating  figure  in  reviving  servitude,  and 
voluntarily  and  gratuitously  allow  his  vain  and  vulgar  cupidity 
to  enthral  a race  of  men  who  were  a great  and  civilised  race 
when  the  chosen  people  of  Israel  were  in  Egyptian  bondage, 
but  even  not  then  in  walled  compounds. 

One  of  the  many  bad  results  of  South  African  developments 
is  the  revival  of  the  hatred  of  the  Jew  that  before  the  Kaffir 
ring  had  triumphed  had  died  down.  At  the  instance  of  what 
John  Bunyan  finely  calls  “the  man  with  the  muck  rake,”  the 
present  Government  of  “ forcible  feebles  ” have  taken  their 
marching  orders  from  the  disreputable  and  alien  rich,  who  in 
their  politic  commercial  aim  of  Colonial  life  say — 

“ Why,  that’s  the  end  of  wealth  ; thrust  riches  outward 
And  remain  beggars  within.  Contemplate  nothing 
But  the  vile  sordid  things  of  time,  place,  money, 

And  let  the  noble  and  the  precious  go.” 


In  pursuit  of  this  sordid  ideal  they  have  for  years 
deliberately  planned  and  subtly  manipulated  time  and 
circumstances  for  the  importation  of  Asiatic  labour  into  Africa. 
They  have  insistently  worked  for  the  incursion  of  the  human 
yet  mechanised  automata  from  China  because  the  arrival  of 
the  voteless,  dependent,  unorganised  and  inarticulate  Chinese 
coolies  means  the  exodus  of  Lord  Milner’s  “ white 
proletariat  ” and  the  disappearance  from  the  South  African 
political  arena  of  the  voting,  organised  European  industrials, 
who  would,  if  enfranchised,  hold  South  Africa  in  the  hollow 
of  their  hands. 

In  a word,  South  x\frica  is  being  run  by  a syndicate  of 
mine  owners  who,  so  far,  have  not  hesitated  to  dictate  to 
Cabinets,  to  intimidate  Governments,  suborn  politicians, 
subsidise  parties,  threaten  to  eliminate  the  Imperial  factor, 
organise  raids,  subsidise  rebellions,  promote  wars,  massacre 
the  Matabele,  destroy  two  friendly  States,  and,  appetite 

growing  by  what  they  feed  upon,  are  prepared  to  involve  the 
Empire  in  the  loss  of  South  Africa,  rather  than  forego  their 
coveted  corn-pound  of  Chinese  flesh. 

How  tragically  true  have  become  the  words  of  Mr. 
Woodford  Laffans,  correspondent  at  Pretoria  four  years  ago, 
who,  when  passing  through  London  to  New  York,  said  : “I 

am  going  to  tell  my  countrymen  the  facts  of  the  struggle  in 
Africa.  They  imagine  it  is  English  against  Dutch.  It  is 

nothing  of  the  kind.  It  is  the  attempt  of  the  International 
Syndicate  of  a great  Financial  Trust  to  throttle  the  little 
Republics  in  order  to  make  the  Transvaal  a great  Kimberley 
compound  where  blacks  and  coolies  will  earn  huge  dividends 
for  the  Jews.  There  will  be  no  more  room  for  white  men  in 
the  Transvaal  if  they  succeed.” 

This  view  is  strikingly  confirmed  by  the  words  of  the  Cape 
Commission  of  Works,  who,  in  January,  1903,  speaking  of  the 
mine  magnates,  said  they  wielded  a terrible  political  power 
based  on  financial  tyranny.  These  gentlemen  set  up  as  their 
excuse  for  the  most  recent  but  least  decent  of  their  acts  that 

the  prosperity  of  South  Africa  needs  an  increase  of  unskilled 

labour  from  China,  because  the  Colonial  supply  is  insufficient. 

First  let  us  examine  the  plea  of  declining  prosperity. 
Measured  by  output,  cost  of  production,  present  supply  of 
native  labour,  neither  economic  situation  nor  industrial 
conditions  warrant  this  exceptional  step.  Depression  is  no 
excuse  for  slavery,  loss  of  profit  no  justification  for  the  violent 
dumping  of  alien  labour  at  low  cost  into  a district  upon  the 
industry  of  which  the  Kaffir  and  Colonial  British  have  first 
claim.  The  mines  at  work,  the  stamps  in  operation,  the 
whites  employed,  the  natives  engaged,  the  output  of  gold, 
the  profits  secured  are  practically  equal,  where  not  superior, 
in  volume,  numbers  and  profit  to  the  best  period  before 
the  war.  And  taking  into  consideration  all  the  disabling 
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and  dislocating  results  of  three  and  a quarter  years  of  war, 
the  marvel  is  that  the  men  and  material  of  the  mining  industry 
is  as  good  and  as  full  as  it  is.  The  supply  of  labour,  both  native 
and  white,  at  this  moment  is  either  being  perfunctorily  grappled 
with,  or,  as  many  South  Africans  allege,  is  being  manipulated 
or  suspended  for  the  pro-Chinese  interests  of  the  mine  owners 
where  not  done  for  Stock  Exchange  purposes  in  connection 
with  the  lower  grade  mines.  Certain  it  is  that  if  the  mine 
owners  had  tried  to  get  as  little  native  labour  as  possible, 
they  could  not  have  done  more  to  repel  it  than  a perusal  of 
their  treatment  of  the  natives  undoubtedly  discloses. 

The  Commission  of  Mine  Magnates,  in  their  1903  report, 
only  lift  a corner  of  the  curtain  that  hides  the  callous  treatment 
of  the  Aboriginal  Kaffir,  whose  labour  in  the  hell  of  the  deep 
sunk  diamond  mines  results  too  often  in  the  decoration  of  the 
courtesan,  where  it  does  not  end  in  the  obtrusive  display  of 
ostentatious  wealth  in  the  capitals  of  Europe  by  men  whose 
character,  life,  and  frequently  suicidal  end,  is  in  vulgar  accord 
with  the  rococo  civilisation  their  vulgar  riches  make  more  banal 
and  repellant  to  the  rest  of  mankind. 

I believe  that  Mr.  Hays  Hammond,  in  November,  1899,  was 
right  in  one  statement,  that  as  to  the  supply  of  natives,  when 
he  said  : “ There  are  in  South  Africa  millions  of  Kaffirs,  and  it 
does  seem  preposterous  that  we  are  not  able  to  obtain  70,000  or 
80,000  Kaffirs  to  work  upon  the  mines.  With  good  government 
there  should  be  an  abundance  of  labour,  and  with  abundance 
of  labour  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  cutting  down  wages, 
because  it  is  preposterous  to  pay  a Kaffir  his  present 
wages.  He  would  be  quite  as  well  satisfied,  in  fact 

he  would  work  longer,  if  you  gave  him  half  the  amount. 
(Laughter.)  His  wages  are  altogether  disproportionate  to  his 
requirements.”  (Renewed  laughter.)  He  also  said  at  the 

same  meeting  that  under  English  rule  he  hoped  to  be  able 
to  cut  down  the  wages  of  the  Kaffir  by  half.  He  calculated 
that  by  compelling  the  natives  to  work  a saving  of  6s.  a 
ton  of  gold  ore  could  be  saved,  which  would  result  in  a gross 
increase  of  dividends  of  two  and  a quarter  millions  sterling. 

The  reduction  of  the  Kaffirs’  wages,  then  shamelessly 
advocated,  has  been  effected,  and  the  result  which  everyone 
would  expect — that  when  wages  are  reduced  from  60s.  to  30s. 
per  month,  the  numbers  seeking  the  lower  wage  would  be 
proportionately  diminished.  How  that  reduction  has  been 


effected,  the  following  official  table  proves  : — 

Average  wag 
per  month, 
s.  d. 

1895 

63  6 

1896 

60  10 

1897 

48  7 

1898 

49  9 

After  the  war- 

33  0 
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No  wonder  that  before  the  war  there  were  2,000  Swazis  on 
the  Rand,  when  after  the  war  there  are  now  only  400 ! High 
mortality,  bad  treatment,  and  lower  wages  are  alone  the  cause 
and  also  for  the  bad  name  these  conditions  properly  give  this 
district  amongst  the  tribes. 

I believe  that,  given  50s.  to  60s.  per  month,  150,000  natives 
can  be  depended  upon  with  increased  regularity,  as  they  are 
airly  remunerated  and  properly  treated  as  the  profits  of  this 
rich  industry  will  allow,  and  which  the  Government  ought  to 
nsist  upon  as  a factor  in  preserving  the  peace  and  general 
prosperity  of  South  Africa. 

But  man  does  not  live  by  bread  alone  ; that  even  good  wages 
can  secure  in  abundance.  There  are  other  factors  that  enter  into 
a labourer’s  life,  black  or  white,  greater  than  that  which  money 
ran  buy,  and  that  is  environment,  treatment,  housing,  clothing, 
'ood,  and  attention  when  sick  or  injured,  satisfaction  of  his 
natural  wants,  and  gratification  of  his  love  of  home,  wife 
and  children,  apart  from  other  habits  which  conspicuously 
the  mine  magnates  have  refused  to  allow  to  their  dependents, 
whom  all  the  corporations  have  neglected  in  a shameful  and 
at  times  a criminal  manner.  And  this  treatment  has  been 
general,  continuous  and  persistent  wherever  mining  capitalism 
pollutes  whatever  it  has  touched  in  Africa. 

I was  the  first  in  this  country  to  direct  attention  to  the 
mortality  of  the  Kimberley  and  other  mines,  even  so  far  back 
as  ten  years  ago.  I knew  it  was  still  very  bad,  but  I did 
not  expect  that  in  1904  a Blue  Book  would  reveal  what  no 
Government  at  the  Cape,  independent  of  the  capitalist,  should 
have  allowed  to  continue  for  a week.  This  table  of  native 
mortality  is  the  skeleton  at  the  Rhodesian  feast. 

NATIVE  MORTALITY  ON  MINES 

lx  Johannesburg,  Krugersdorp,  Boksburg,  Germiston, 

and  Springs. 


Period  : November,  1902 — July,  1903. 


No.  of 

Death-rate 

During  the  Month. 

Natives 

No.  of 

per  1,000 

Employed. 

Deaths. 

per  annum. 

November, 

1902 

46,710 

247 

63-4 

December, 

48,542 

324 

80.09 

January, 

1903 

49,761 

253 

61.OI 

February, 

> > 

55,288 

207 

44.9 

March, 

> > 

57,022 

235 

49.4 

April, 

> > 

62,265 

269 

51-8 

May, 

> > 

65,371 

43 1 

79.1 

lune, 

July, 

68,819 

492 

85-7 

70,474 

627 

106.7 

Average  number 

of  natives  employed 

per  month 

...  58,250 

Average  number  of  deaths  per  month  ...  ...  ...  343 

Average  death-rate  per  1,000  per  annum  per  month  ...  70.6 
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This  appalling-  death-rate  is  from  two  to  -three  times  in 
peaceful  industry  what  the  war  death-rate  from  all  causes  was 
over, all  our  troops  in  the  recent  Boer  War  during  its  forty 
months’  duration.  Why  this  should  be  there  is  no  difficulty 
in  tracing,  as  one  can  find  by  turning  up  the  “ Transvaal 
Critic,”  the  “ Boxburg  Herald,”  and  other  papers  in  1897. 
There  is  an  extract  of  how  the  natives  are  treated  in  the 
“ garden  city  ” compounds,  to  which  Earl  Grey  has  lent 
the  commercial  sanction  and  the  petty  authority  of  a great 
name  : — 

“ Almost  all  of  the  natives  in  the  compound  at  Springs 
Colliery  were  found  in  a state  of  starvation,  and  the  reasons 
for  their  emaciated  condition  were  not  far  to  seek.  They  go 
to  work  at  six  in  the  morning,  and,  according  to  the  statement 
of  two  of  the  boys  who  were  interviewed,  their  first  meal  is 
served  out  at  twelve  noon.  The  food  then  given  them  is 
only  partially  cooked,  and  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  the 
water  in  which  it  is  cooked  is  obtained  from  the  coal  mine. 
They  go  down  the  mine,  coming  up  at  seven,  when  their  last 
meal  is  served  out  to  them.  The  general  state  of  the  compound 
baffled  description,  and  the  sleeping  accommodation  is  such 
that  healthy  conditions,  cannot  possibly  obtain. 

“A  visit  to  the  hospital  would  move  the  heart.  No  fewer  than 
eighty-six  living  skeletons  were  found  in  a room  measuring 
60ft.  by  15ft.  Only  twenty-four  were  accommodated  with 
sleeping'  arrangements,  which  consisted  of  a series  of  sloping- 
boards.  On  inquiring  why  the  boards  sloped  in  that  fashion, 
the  visitors  were  informed  that  as  the  boys  were  suffering 
from:  diarrhoea,  and  had  not  strength  enough  to  get  up  to 
perform  the  necessary  sanitary  requirements,  their  excretions 
could  find  a way  from  underneath  them,  and  come  on  to  the 
floor.  On  lifting  up  a blanket  to  see  the  natives  that  were 
underneath,  three  were  found  stiff  in  death.” — Boxburg 
Herald,  May,  1897. 

According  to  the  “ Transvaal  Critic  ” of  June,  1897,  out  of 
750  boys  in  the  compound,  150  were  on  the  sick  list.  “ Fifty 
boys,  more  or  less,  died  during  the  month  of  April.  And  it 
then  asks  the  pertinent  question  whether  the  doctor  does  not 
live  twenty  miles  away,  and  whether  the  doctor  attends  at 
the  mine  twice  a week,  and  leaves  the  treatment  of  the  sick 
in  the  hands  of  a man  named  Walker  ; whether  it  is  the  truth 
that  a Kaffir  supposed  to  be  dead  was  not  carried  a short 
distance  from  the  mine  in  order  to  be  buried,  and  whether, 
when  laid  down  at  the  grave,  he  did  not  call  out  for  water, 
and  was  carried  back  to  the  mine.” 

It  may  be  said,  but  1897  is  a long  while  ago,  but  it  is  given 
in  evidence  in  1903-4,  that  matters  have  got  worse  in  wages, 
food  and  treatment  since  the  war.  This  is  proved  by  the 
* fact  that  48  per  cent,  of  the  causes  of  death  in  1903  were 
due  to  dietetic  diseases  and  other  ailments  arising  from  bad 
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food,  bad  water,  rotten  meat  and  mealies.  And  the  deadly 
nature  of  mine  natives  occupation  as  compared  with  those 
engaged  in  non-mining  occupations  is  that  in  the  latter  it  is 
only  17  per  1,000,  and  8 to  15  with  the  Boer  farmers,  as  against 
70  to  106  in  the  mines  selected,  the  worst  of  which  will  never  be 
known,  and  in  my  opinion  has  been  withheld  from  officials  by 
mine  owners. 

The  deaths  from  accidents  in  South  African  mines  are  five 
to  ten  times  more  than  in  British  coal  mines.  Miners’  death- 
rate  in  Britain,  all  causes,  5 to  10  per  1,000.  Native  miners, 
70  per  1,000  average. 

i;  Of  182  boys  delivered  at  Crown  Deep,  1898,  half  of  them 
died  in  three  months.  This  mine  has  returned  to  its  owners 
132^  per  cent.,  and  in  1903  paid  50  per  cent,  dividend.  The 
batch  of  new  Blantyre  boys,  1903,  have  been  here  about  a 
month,  and  out  of  them  seventeen  have  died.  At  this  rate  half 
of  them  would  die  within  a year.” 

Sir  Godfrey  Lagden  said  : “ The  paramount  and  other 

Chiefs  used  to  say,  ‘ We  do  not  like  our  men  to  go  to 
Johannesburg,  because  they  go  there  to  die.’  ” No  wonder! 
He  also  said,  “I  do  believe  that  if  more  attention  is  paid 
to  general  hygienic  conditions,  that  mortality  can  be 
reduced,  and  it  will  be  beneficial.”  And  it  is  not  a matter 
for  surprise  that  a Mashona  Chief  told  Mr.  Taberer, 
September,  1902,  that  their  people  did  not  object  to  work, 
but  they  wished  to  work  at  places  at  which  they  did  not  die 
in  such  numbers. 

Apart  from  these  horrors  in  their  brutal  mortality  quite 
equal  to  the  suffering  of  the  middle  passage,  the  Kaffir  native 
on  his  journey  to  the  mines  is  “ exposed  in  open  trucks,  herded 
together  like  animals,”  and  when  he  is  at  work,  apart  from 
the  mortality  to  which  he  is  subjected,  “ they  are  treated 
with  a great  amount  of  indignity,  and  kicked  about  and  so  on, 
and  when  they  are  maimed  for  life  there  is  no  compensation 
whatever  given  to  them.”  This  treatment  is  resented 
by  the  natives,  who,  speaking  before  the  Commission  in  1903, 
through  their  Chiefs,  one  of  whom  (Umlaba)  lost  three  out  of 
his  four  sons  in  the  mines,  said,  by  the  mouth  of  Zuedala  : — 

” They  complain  of  the  treatment,  which  they  say  is  bad. 
Since  the  war  it  was  very  bad  ; much  more  so  than  when 
the  Boers  ruled  the  country.” 

“ How  is  it  now?  Do  you  know?  ” 

“ On  my  way  here  this  time  I met  forty  men  at  Kerkstroem. 
They  say  the  cat-o ’-nine-tails  was  placed  on  a fellow’s  back 
every  day  without  being  taken  before  the  magistrate.  The 
managers  do  it.” 

The  testimony  of  the  Chiefs  of  the  Transkeran  territory  as 
to  the  abundant  supply  of  native  labour  conflicts  seriously  with 
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the  majority  report  of  the  Transvaal  Labour  Commission. 
They  believe,  and  express  it  now,  that  good  wages  and  kind 
treatment  are  all  that  are  required  to  draw  hosts  of  natives 
from  the  Transkei. 

“ Treat  your  mine  boys  as  well  as  your  house  boys,  and 
you  will  get  as  much  labour  as  you  want,”  said  one  of  the 
two  Chiefs  who  gave  evidence,  and  the  universal  opinion  of 
decent  people  in  South  Africa  supports  that  view. 

“ The  native  does  not  like  being  instructed  in  work  he 
cannot  be  expected  to  know  much  of  by  pretty  vigorous  use 
of  pick-handles  and  light  iron  bars.  He  does  not  like  to  live 
on  diet  that  will  result  in  scurvy  if  he  stays  at  the  mines 
any  time,  or  to  live  in  a compound  which  is  often  cold,  damp, 
and  stinking.  He  knows  that  thousands  of  his  fellows  spend 
a good  deal  to  get  home,  and  spend  still  more  to  get  to  labour 
centres  very  soon,  and  even  more  still  to  get  cured  of  scurvy, 
and  finish  up  £ 6 or  even  ^fio  to  the  bad,  only  too  glad  if 
they  regain  their  health.  He  knows  of  hundreds  who  have  died 
because  they  could  not  stand  the  change  to  hard,  continuous 
work  in  the  wet  very  often,  and  in  close,  stuffy  heat,  on  a 
monotonous  and  very  often  poor  diet  of  American  kiln-dried 
mealies,  not  to  be  compared  to  his  own  corn  mealies,  and 
almost  certain  to  give  him  chronic  stomach  pains  ; and  to 
crown  all  he  is  herded  into  a compound.  He  knows  all  about 
this.  Thousands  suffer  in  health  ; hundreds  die  ; not  a few 
are  maimed  by  brutal  gangers.” 

The  above  is  the  idyllic  life  in  Earl  Grey’s  Kaffir  “ garden 
city,”  as  described  by  Mr.  Ross,  the  missionary,  as  late  as 
1903.  What  will  it  be  for  the  unprotected  Chinese  coolie,  wffio 
is  not  a British  subject,  and  will  be  inarticulate  to  the  negro, 
white,  and  other  Colonial  peoples  ; they  in  return  will  be 
unsympathetic  because  he  is  the  unwitting  cause  of  their  dis- 
placement and  reduction  of  their  wages,  even  if  for  three  to  six 
months’  labour  in  the  mines,  the  indigenous  native  has  a death- 
rate  of  70  to  106  per  1,000.  Given  the  death-rate  vouchsafed 
to  us  by  the  Rand  mine  magnates  themselves,  ranging  from 
40  to  106,  average  70 — which  figure  ignores  the  large  numbers 
who  are  sent  home  before  thev  die,  the  number  who  die  on 
the  road  or  are  killed  in  resisting  robbery  by  the  white  bandits 
of  the  Rand,  or  are  permanently  injured,  or  are  suffering  from 
diseases  that  compound  life  engenders — there  is  an  awful 
mortality  now,  with  only  four  to  six  months  per  annum  in 
the  mine  and  compound. 

If  the  Chinese  coolie  has  the  same  occupational  mortality 
and  incidence  of  risk  of  fatal  disease  and  accidental  death 
as  the  Kaffir,  it  will  mean  that  of  every  1,000  only  750  to  800 
would  return  to  China  at  the  end  of  three  years  ; and  if  five 
years,  550  to  650  per  1,000.  The  inscription  upon  their 
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passport,  written  by  the  Primate,  translated  by  the  Bishop  of 
Bristol,  should  be — 

“Ave  Croesus  morituri  te  salutant . ” 

He  is  well  qualified  to  write  this  after  his  “ regrettable 
necessity  ” speech,  which  “ shut  the  gates  of  mercy  upon 
(yellow)  mankind.” 

But  apart  from  the  physical  death-rate  of  Chinese  coolies — 
who  will  have  to  work  continuously  for  three  to  five  years,  with 
no  kraal  to  retire  to  for  recuperation,  with  restrictions  and 
conditions  that  will  make  his  servitude  the  slavery  that  destroys, 
but  also  the  serfdom  that  in  its  suffering  will  degrade  the 
Chinaman,  and  at  the  same  time  demoralise  his  European 
overseer — slavery  always  damages  the  community  most  that 
imposes  it  upon  others.  It  will  make  for  moral  deterioration  in 
the  white  ; it  will  degrade  his  sense  of  justice,  corrupt  the 
spirit  of  humanity,  and  defile  the  finer  feelings  that  have  already 
sustained  in  Africa  almost  irreparable  damage.  To  the 
decadent  portion  of  South  Africa  it  will  add  Celestial  vices 
to  their  sultry  repertoire  of  sub-tropical  tastes. 

What  other  community  would  tolerate  the  compound  system, 
with  its  celibate  armies  of  naked  Kaffirs  when  at  work,  walled 
in,  living  on  food  sold  them  on  the  hated  truck  system? 
When  released  for  a short  spell  they  have  no  alternative  but 
the  brothels  at  Kimberley  and  Beaconsfield,  or  the  loathsome 
drink  saloons,  the  profits  of  which  are  secured  by  some  of  the 
relatives  of  the  Rand  magnates.  In  these  compounds  now  are 
to  be  found  many  of  the  vices  of  the  City  of  the  Plain.  These 
prevail  even  with  natives,  who  naturally  and  when  in  a state 
of  freedom  are  singularly  free  from  vicious  practices,  and  are 
instinctively  clean,  kindly,  decent  men.  Extend  this  system, 
as  you  must  with  Chinese  labour,  and  you  will  make  compound 
life  for  the  Chinese  more  immoral,  more  degrading  than  it  now 
is  for  the  Kaffir,  with  a corresponding  bad  effect  on  all  who 
are  brought  within  reach  of  its  loathsome  and  destructive  life. 
Hew  far  the  kindly  instincts  of  South  African  mankind  have 
been  lowered  by  the  mania  for  money-making,  the  following 
recent  incident  illustrates  : — 

At  a commercial  meeting  in  Johannesburg,  packed  with 
Stock  Exchange  and  mining  people,  July,  1903,  the  speaker 
said  various  experiments  had  been  tried  to  get  native  labour. 
The  best  was  Robinson  Deep,  paying  25  per  cent  dividend. 
They  imported  316  natives  from  Central  Africa  only  three 
weeks  ago.  So  far  only  eight  had  died — (laughter) — but 
there  were  150  in  the  hospital  ; and  by  the  end  of  the 
month  the  whole  will  be  in  hospital.  (Hear,  hear.) 

They  were  coming  in  at  the  rate  of  thirty  a day.  These 
men  cost  ^30  a head,  and  were  not  worth  a “ bob  ” a head 
when  they  arrived.  (Cheers.) 
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Is  this  the  type  of  man  to  interpret  the  regulations  of  the 
Chinese  Ordinance?  If  so,  how  would  he  do  it? 

This  debased  spirit  is  further  exemplified  by  the  speech  of  a 
pro-Chinese  advocate,  Mr.  Rudd  : They  should  try  some  cogent 
form  of  inducement,  or  practically  compel  the  native  through 
taxation  or  in  some  other  way,  and  to  a certain  extent  he 
would  then  have  to  work.  He  was  not  advocating  slavery.  If 
under  the  cry  of  civilisation  we  in  Egypt  lately  mowed  down 
10,000  or  20,000  Dervishes  with  maxims,  surely  it  could  not 
be  considered  a hardship  to  compel  the  natives  in  South  Africa 
to  give  three  months  in  the  year  to  do  a little  honest  work  ! 

“We  have  in  power  to-day  a strong  Government,  but  there 
is  a marked  sentimentality  among  a large  section  of  the 
community  on  the  question  of  the  natives,  and  Government 
require  the  support  of  the  majority  of  their  countrymen.”  The 
insolence  of  this  is  only  equalled  by  the  savagery. 

Another  instance  of  the  way  in  which  the  mirage  of  golden 
South  Africa  make  men  see  Arcadias  where  death,  disease, 
and  disablement  are  revealed  to  all  but  those  who,  in  thinking 
imperially,  are  determined  to  reconcile  slavery  with 
Imperialism.  The  last  instance  is  Mr.  Kinloch  Cooke,  who 
took  a laudable  part  with  Lord  Dunraven  in  the  anti-sweating 
agitation  years  ago,  and  does  know  better,  for  he  is  sinning 
against  the  light.  This  is  his  way  of  answering  the  mortality 
figures  Lord  Coleridge  and  I have  advanced,  and  which  we 
both  quoted  from  the  Blue  Book  : — 

“ Why  not  go  to  the  facts?  The  death-rate  amongst  the 
TransA^aal  natives  in  the  mines  57.5  per  1,000  from  all  causes, 
and  from  sickness  alone  54  per  1,000.  But  let  us  take  this 
death-rate  and  make  a few  comparisons.  It  is  from  three 
to  four  times  the  death-rate  of  the  same  natives  when  engaged 
in  non-mining  occupations.  It  is  five  times  the  death-rate  of 
British  miners  of  same  age  from  all  causes.  It  is  ten  to 
twelve  times  the  death-rate  of  soldiers  and  sailors  when  in 
peace  time,  and  is  twice  the  death-rate  of  the  British  Army 
in  three  years  of  war.” 

If  any  answer  was  needed  for  the  jejune  intervention  of 
Mr.  Kinloch  Cooke,  the  answer  is  supplied  by  his  rebel  idol, 
Or.  Jameson,  when  protesting  against  the • introduction  of 
Chinese,  November,  1903  : — 

” The  De  Beers  Company  would  never  employ  Chinamen. 
They  had  plenty  of  labour , white  and  black , because  they 
treated  their  people  well.” 

Sir  Lewis  Mitchell,  ex-Chairman  of  De  Beers,  said  at  De 
Beers’  annual  meeting,  November  16th,  1903  : “ Some 

statistics  have  appeared  showing  the  mortality  in  the  Rand 
mines.  I find  the  difference  was  that  the  mortality  in  the 
Rand  was  70  per  1,000,  while  ours  was  30  per  1,000.  We 
attach  a great  deal  of  importance  to  that.  We  believe  the 
native  question  is  not  one  entirely  of  wages.  It  is  a question 


of  treatment  and  of  care.  The  natives  are  but  men  ; they 
are  men,  not  machines.  If  we  study  their  interests  I feel  sure 
that  when  we  want  more  labour  we  can  always  get  it.” 

How  true  Mr.  Froude  was  (after  his  visit  to  South  Africa) 
when  he  said,  and  I commend  it  to  Mr.  Cooke  : “ Where  all 
are  selfish,  the  sage  is  no  better  than  the  fool,  and  only  rather 
more  dangerous.” 

The  “Times,”  abandoning  its  best  traditions,  sinks  even 
to  a lower  level  of  moral  turpitude,  when,  defending  the 
Chinese  Ordinance  in  1904,  it  says  : — “They  involve  also  some 
restrictions  not  greatly  different  in  this  respect  from  those 
which  are  enforced  in  most  English  public  schools .” 

How  different  is  this  shameless  travesty  of  the  facts 
to  the  same  journal’s  denunciation  of  the  importation 
of  negro  coolies  into  the  West  Indies,  when  it  properly 
said  the  scheme  was  inevitably  generating  “ a system 
of  Jew  jobbing  and  crimping  which,  though  studiously 
renouncing  the  name  and  objects  of  slavery,  would  practically 
revive  all  its  most  odious  horrors.”  The  same  journal  spoke 
of  indentured  labour  as  “ Colonial  blood-guiltiness,”  and 
exclaimed  “ the  blood  of  these  men  is  crying  from  the  ground,” 
and  asked  “ Who  shall  answer  for  it  and  who  shall  avenge  it?  ” 

But  the  Chinese  labourers  will  live  under  worse  conditions 
than  the  West  Indian  negroes.  The  latter  had  no  compounds. 
They  did  not  work  on  Sundays.  Their  death-rate  was  not 
high,  their  work  was  agricultural,  and  their  environment  was 
relatively  pleasant.  The  ordinance  is  but  a replica  of  what  the 
mine  magnates  drew  up  over  a year  ago.  Its  general  tenour 
is  based  upon  force , compulsion,  penalties,  restrictions. 
Confinement  is  in  a word  the  negation  of  personal  freedom  and 
industrial  liberty,  and  is  for  the  benefit  of  one  side  only — the 
mine  magnates. 

As  Lord  Stanmore,  with  his  great  knowledge  of  this  subject, 
truly  said  in  the  Lords  the  other  day,  “ It  is  contrary  to  and  in 
the  teeth  of  almost  all  the  precedents  of  similar  legislation. 
There  are  no  conditions  as  to  wages,  no  limitation  of  labour. 
Under  this  ordinance,  the  labourer  may  be  apparently 
employed  every  day  of  the  year,  and  for  as  many  hours  as 
his  employer  (I  was  about  to  say  his  owner)  chooses.  There 
is  no  provision  for  consent  of  labourer  to  be  transferred  to 
another  employer.  Depend  upon  it,  under  this  clause  men  will 
be  bought  and  sold.  You  cannot  introduce  them  and  then  keep 
them  wholly  out  of  sight  in  the  mines  all  day,  and  hidden  by 
the  compound  walls  all  night — simply  for  the  purposes  of 
servile  labour,  and  nothing  else.” 

As  to  whether  indentured  Chinese  labour  is  or  is  not  slavery, 
or  is  an  institution  “ partaking  of  slavery,”  one  good  test  is 
the  American  standard  of  what  Asiatic  coolieism  is.  The 
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constitution  of  the  State  of  California  that  should  represent 
both  by  knowledge  and  experience  the  facts,  states: — “ Asiatic 
coolieism  is  a form  of  human  slavery,  and  is  for  ever 
prohibited  in  this  State ; and  all  contracts  for  coolie  labour 
shall  be  void . ” 

This  was  applied  to  individual  contracts,  and  to  Chinese 
who  were  free  to  live  where  they  liked,  and  who  were  to 
feel  that  after  their  contracts  were  finished  they  were  not 
repatriated  and  lost  to  all  other  trades.  They  became,  in  so 
many  ways,  such  a moral  menace  and  industrial  evil  that  in 
1879  the  importation,  free,  contract,  or  indentured,  had  to 
be  prohibited.  What  the  Chinaman  is  as  an  imported 
industrial  one  can  gather  by  the  Jact  that  all  our  Colonies 
and  America  have  had  to  exclude  him,  and  South  Africa  does 
not  want  him,  except  the  alien  mine  owners. 

Speaking  of  him,  a report  to  the  American  Senate, 
February  27th,  1904,  describes  his  action  in  the  Philippines. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  Chinaman’s  advent  would  lead  to  the 
practical  extermination  of  the  Filipin.  He  can  underlive  the 
Filipin,  or  even  the  American,  in  the  race  for  work.  He  is 
not  a fair  trader  ; his  ideals  are  not  at  all  Christian  or  modern  ; 
his  vices  are  a curse  to  any  land.  .He  seldom  identifies  himself 
with  a country.  He  disarranges  the  money  systems,  and 
depletes  the  circulating  medium  by  the  spoil  that  he  takes  back 
to  China. 

Apart  from  the  moral  defects,  the  aggregation  of  men  and 
the  supply  of  all  their  wants  in  the  hands  of  a great  corporation 
will  destroy  that  community  of  traders  and  shopkeepers  that 
the  free  communities  of  Kaffir  and  white  men  now  attract. 
Africa  will  be  all  the  poorer,  as  company  wages  will  be  spent 
by  company  coolies  in  company  stores,  and  the  surplus, 
amounting  to  two  to  three  millions  per  annum,  will  be  remitted 
to  China  instead  of  being  spent  for  the  development  of  Colonial 
industries  that  want  sustenance,  development  and  support. 
But  he  has  his  good  points  as  well.  With  all  his  defects  his 
ethics  are  higher,  his  morals  better  than  are  those,  of  his 
intended  employers  in  South  Africa  ; for  with  all  his  faults 
he  has  a patriotism  and  solidarity  that  his  indentured  slave 
masters  have  never  yet  displayed. 

As  one  who  has  worked  with  Kroomen  and  other  natives 
in  Africa,  I am  convinced  that  this  ordinance  means  slavery — 
apart  from  any  disposition  to  treat  Chinese  well  under  it — and 
on  that  the  last  people  I should  trust  are  the  Rajahs  of  the 
Rand.  It  revives  in  worse  forms  than  the  old  negro  slavery  the 
servitude  of  yellow  to  white  men  in  many  of  its  most  odious 
aspects.  That  it  is  really  and  in  fact  by  the  compound  system 
worse  than  the  old  slavery  is  demonstrated  by  the  Chinese 
Minister’s  suggested  safeguards,  one  of  which  is  “ That 
in  no  case  shall  it  be  allowable  for  the  employer  or  his 
servant  to  inflict  corporal  punishment  on  the  Chinese  immigrant, 
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and  that  any  violation  of  this  provision  shall  be  punishable  at 
law  as  a common  assault.”  His  prevision  in  this  respect  is 
justified  by  what  has  occurred  in  the  past  in  South  Africa. 
“ In  the  month  of  February,  1891,  a miner  caused  the  death 
of  a native  by  purposely  pushing  him  into  a shaft.  He  was 
charged  with  manslaughter  and  found  not  guilty  ; a verdict 
that  was  hailed  with  approval  by  the  whites  in  the  court.” 
“In  1886  a native  wras  beaten  to  death  by  a sub-manager,  who 
was  brought  up  and  fined  only  ^25.” 

In  September,  1903,  General  Ben  Viljeon  informed  the 
Commission  that  “ a Petty  Chief  told  him  recently  that  if  he 
sent  100  boys  to  the  Rand  only  66  returned,  and  some  of  them 
had  scurvy.”  This  is  340  per  1,000.  No  wonder  labour  is  scarce. 

When  one  remembers  the  shooting  of  the  three  natives  at 
the  Wesselton  compound  because  they  were  denied  their  proper 
money,  and  the  brutal  imprisonment  of  other  natives  in  that 
justifiable  revolt,  one  sees  the  wisdom  of  the  Chinese  Minister’s 
safeguards.  But  you  cannot  trust  the  working  of  the  ordinance 
to  men  who  depend  on  the  Rand  magnates  for  their  existence, 
and  who  have  the  spirit  of  antagonism  to  human  rights  the 
mine  owners  habitually  display  in  South  Africa. 

The  Chinese  Minister  also  asks  that  the  free-and-easy  transfer 
conditions  of  the  ordinance,  which  Lord  Stanmore  said  would 
enable  men  to  be  bought  and  sold,  should  be  altered,  and  he 
sagaciously  adds,  “ This  is  necessary  in  order  to  prevent  the 
Chinese  immigrant  from  being  made  a mere  chattel  or  article 
of  commerce . ” He  then  proceeds  to  riddle  the  ordinance  in 
other  ways,  all  of  which  goes  to  prove  that  the  Chinese 
Minister  believes,  what  all  the  Colonies  affirm,  the  Labour 
movement  everywhere  contends,  and  all  but  cowardly  ministers 
and  shareholding  legislators  subscribe  to — that  is,  that  this 
Chinese  ordinance  is  a human  document  for  the  transhipment 
of  men  violently  recruited  by  corrupt  mandarins  from  the 
gaols  and  congested  areas  of  poverty-stricken  China,  to 
be  used  for  the  violent  breaking  down  of  the  standard  of 
comfort  of  black  and  white  labour  in  South  Africa. 

On  the  facts,  knowledge,  and  experience  of  South  African 
life  for  the  last  decade,  any  other  theory  is  impossible.  Who 
are  the  men  who  support  this  ordinance?  By  their  past 
record  and  the  cost  they  have  been  to  the  Empire,  their  callous 
conduct  is  inscribed  in  the  reports  of  two  Parliaments.  They 
shall  be  judged  : — Mine  ovmers,  mine  jobbers,  Jameson 
Raiders,  and  people  who  on  their  own  confession  before 
two  Parliamentary  Committees  are  manipulators  of  bogus 
telegrams,  conspirators,  and  financial  logrollers  of  public  life  in 
South  Africa.  People  who  have  simply  grown  rich  by  the 
accumulation  of  other  people’s  money,  and  the  scandalous 
misuse  of  patriotism  and  Imperial  protection,  and  to  secure 
more  wealth  they  only  want  slavery  enforced  by  British 
soldiers,  for  whom  they  are  too  mean  to  pay. 
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Ihe  present  treatment  and  condition  of  Kaffir  mining  labour 
in  the  Transvaal  is  such  that  one  can  only  infer  that  the  Rand 
rules  the  Government  out  there  as  at  home,  and  in  its  imperious 
way  of  getting  its  interests  advanced,  and  making  large  profits 
out  of  neglecting  the  laws,  it  is  a law  unto  itself.  Certainly 
it  sets  at  defiance  health,  sanitary  and  mining  laws,  and  the 
proof  of  this  is  the  results  of  weak  administration,  which 
wealth  in  Africa  is  strong  enough  to  defy.  With  what 

consequences  let  the  industrial  mortality  from  accident, 
disease  and  neglect  testify. 

I unhesitatingly  say  that  where  slavery  naked  and  unabashed 
prevails  in  Africa,  the  condition  of  the  same  class  of  natives 
is  from  every  point  of  view  preferable  to  the  lot  of  the  Rand 
Kaffirs. 

In  British  East  Africa  Mr.  Monson,  Assistant  Secretary  to 
British  Consulate,  thus  describes  it,  July,  1903  : — “The  con- 
ditions of  slavery  vary  considerably.  In  the  province  of  Serjidie 
it  is  of  the  mildest  possible  nature  ; so  much  so  that  freedom  is 
seldom  claimed,  the  slaves  finding  their  lives  considerably 
easier.  The  second  class — the  agricultural  slaves— are  in  rather 
a different  position.  The)7  cultivate  the  masters’  plantations, 
and  are  supposed  to  hand  over  the  whole  of  the  produce  to 
him,  though,  as  a matter  of  fact,  they  can  and  do  appropriate  a 
great  deal  of  it.  In  return  for  this  they  are  allowed  to  cultivate 
on  their  own  account  on  Thursdays  and  Fridays,  and  land 
for  this  purpose  is  given  them  by  their  masters.  In  the  case 
of  cocoanut  plantations,  those  who  pluck  and  gather  the  nuts, 
whether  slaves  or  as  dependents.  The  first  class  are  the  most 
kindly  treated  of  all,  and  form  part  of  the  master’s  household 
and  practically  of  his  family,  being  entirely  supported  by  him, 
and  performing  in  return  various  light  duties  about  the  house, 
the  women  as  servants,  and  the  men  as  retainers  or 
messengers.  They  are  really  more  an  expense  than  a profit  to 
their  owner,  and  would  probably  regard  emancipation — i.e.y 
expulsion  from  their  masters’  home — as  the  greatest  of  evils, 
since  they  would  have  much  more  difficulty  in  supporting 
themselves  in  a state  of  freedom.  Free  men  receive  a certain 
proportion  of  the  produce  as  hire.  Natural  wild  products, 
such  as  gum  and  rubber,  collected  by  slaves  may  be  retained 
by  them.  Generally  speaking,  the  agricultural  slaves  have  an 
easy  life,  procuring  without  difficulty  sufficient  food  for 
themselves  and  their  families  from  the  land  they  cultivate  on 
their  two  free  days,  and  from  what  they  can  appropriate  out 
of  the  crops  belonging  to  their  masters.” 

t 

To  suppress  this  form  of  slavery  we  are  at  war  in 
Somaliland.  To  discontinue  it  we  are  continually  watching 
the  Somali  and  Zanzibar  coasts.  To  prohibit  it  altogether 
missionary  enterprise  exists,  and  vast  sums  of  money  are 
yearly  expended.  But  in  its  personal,  physical,  and 
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domestic  results  on  the  people  who  are  thus  enslaved, 
their  conditions,  without  compounds,  with  their  wives  and 
families  around  them,  and  two  free  days  to  themselves, 
is  as  Paradise  compared  with  the  brutal  confinement,  bad  food 
and  ill  usage  of  Kaffir  boys  under  the  British  flag  by  Lord 
Milner’s  proteges. 

What  the  mine  magnates  can  do  and  have  done  for  Africa 
and  the  Empire,  Consols  at  86  prove.  What  they  can  do  for 
local  life,  political,  municipal  and  social  morality,  let  a local 
eye-witness  and  a Briton  (Mr.  F.  R.  Stratham)  speak  : — 

k'  The  Cape  Government,  which  was  just  then  catching  sight 
of  the  new  prospects  opening  in  the  discovery  of  Johannesburg 
goldfields,  grossly  neglected  its  duty  and  allowed  Mr.  Rhodes 
and  his  associates,  with  bigger  capitalists  behind  them,  to 
turn  the  whole  industry  into  a private  and  utterly  untaxed 
monopoly  for  the  sole  benefit  of  themselves.  De  Beers  Mines, 
as  they  are  now  called,  pay  no  shadow  of  tax  or  license  to 
the  Government  ; they  are  not  even  rated  for  the  benefit  of 
the  town  of  Kimberley.  So  little  do  they  regard  the  interest 
of  the  town,  that  they  deliberately  and  openly  ignore  the 
provisions  of  an  Act  of  the  Cape  Parliament,  passed  for  the 
express  purpose  of  preventing  the  monopolist  company  from 
adopting  what  is  practically  the  “truck”  system  in  its  relations 
with  its  employees.  Kimberley  as  a town  is  ruined  ; it  is 
dead.  It  returns,  it  is  true,  four  representatives  to  the  Cape 
Parliament  ; but  these  four  representatives  are  selected  and 
returned  in  the  interest  of  De  Beers  by  the  company’s 
employees,  who  vote  to  order  on  pain  of  dismissal 
without  notice,  without  reason  given,  and  without  any 
glimpse  of  a recommendation  to  a future  employer.  This 
is  political  liberty  ; this  is  industrial  justice  as  undertaken 
by  Mr.  Rhodes.  Tyranny,  injustice,  espionage,  bribery  there 
are  the  moral  or  immoral  principles  represented  by  the  diamond 
mining  monopoly.  If,  man  or  woman,  you  do  not  stand  well 
with  De  Beers,  you  may  as  well  give  up  trying  to  live  in 
Kimberley,  unless  you  are  financially  independent,  in  which 
case  you  will  leave  it  by  the  very  first  train.  It  is  a place  where 
everything  that  is  greedy,  inhuman  and  despicable  reigns  in 
triumph.  Kimberley,  and  those  who  have  made  it  what  it  is 
are  responsible  for  all  the  evils  that  to-day  perplex  South 
Africa,  and  dishearten  those  who  wish  well  to  the  country 
and  its  medley  of  races.  And  as  a fitting  comment  on  the 
principles  that  there  prevail,  it  is  an  admitted  fact  that  three- 
quarters — some  sav  four-fifths — of  the  products  of  the  mines 
go  into  the  market  to  be  used  as  the  purchase  price  of  the 
honour  of  women.” 

If  the  Rand  magnates  are  allowed  to  compound  Chinese 
labour  ; if  they  secure  their  way,  and  have  200,000  Asiatics 
within  walls,  every  Rand  town  will  become  a Kimberley,  with 
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a social  pest  and  moral  plague  superadded  to  what  Kimberley 
can  produce. 

What  compound  life  in  Earl  Grey’s  “garden  city  ” is,  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury  would  doubtless  like  to  know,  as 
would  the  country  vicars,  town  doctors  and  pious  spinsters 
who  have  Kaffir  shares. 

Here  is  a worthy  Colonial’s  description  of  a “garden  city”  : — 
“ During  the  months  of  incarceration  in  the  compounds,  the 
natives  are  separated  from  their  women  folk  and  families. 
The  consequence  is  one  of  the  most  striking  and  shocking- 
features  of  the  compound  system.  A number  of  the  lowest, 
drink-besotted  coloured  prostitutes,  estimated  at  about  500, 
have  collected  at  Beaconsheld  (ominous  title!),  where,  so  to 
speak,  they  constitute  a colony,  occupying  a revolting  sad 
quarter  of  that  once  beauty-thronged  and  happy  township. 
When  the  natives  come  out  for  a short  spell,  these  unhappy 
women  receive  them.  This  moral  cancer  is  one  of  the  direct 
and  inevitable  outcomes  and  concomitants  of  the  compound 
system.  You  will  hear  that  the  compound  system  is  good 
because  it  keeps  the  native  sober.  True,  it  does  not  pay  the 
company  to  let  them  get  drunk  while  at  work.  But  outside 
the  compounds  Kimberley  and  Beaconsfield  are  the  most 
drunken  places  I have  ever  seen.” 

And  it  is  to  make  a hundred  Kimberley s— only  worse — over 
South  Africa  that  this  Asiatic  labour  is  to  be  introduced,  to 
the  permanent  harm  of  the  Kaffir  native,  the  injury  and 
displacement  of  British  workmen,  and  inevitably  by  that 
process  to  the  loss  of  that  Colony  to  the  British  Empire. 

Was  it  for  this  we  went  to  war?  Was  it  for  this  that 
1,200  officers  and  21,000  men  died?  Did  the  British  Empire 
lose  ^250,000,000  direct  beyond  an  estimated  indirect  loss  of 
credit  and  depreciation  of  consols  and  stock  equal  in  five  years 
to  the  absolute  total  value  of  all  the  gold  yield  for  all  time  in 
South  Africa? 

Are  we  as  a nation  to  incur  the  greater  moral, 
ethical,  social  and  political  damage  to  the  fabric  of  the 
Commonwealth,  in  order  that  two  British  Colonies  should  be 
dominated  by  Jews,  peopled  by  Asiatics,  and  be  sustained  by 
forced  labour  in  convict  compounds,  tempered  by  a weekly  pass 
to  drunken  brothel  and  gambling  saloons  and  a ticket-of-leave 
for  forty-eight  hours  to  an  opium  den. 

I am  no  Imperialist  ; I should  like  to  appreciate  the  ethics 
of  Empire  ; but,  frankly,  the  above  results  of  the  New 
Diplomacy,  followed  by  the  Old  Protection  for  the  New  Slavery 
does  not  impress  me  as  the  best  means  of  extending  the  fair 
fame  of  a great  race.  I have  my  doubts  as  to  the  wisdom  of  all 
this,  even  though  African  clergymen  have  been  reconciled  to 
slavery  by  free  grants  of  land  for  churches  and  chapels,  and 
donations  for  Christian  work  in  the  wilds  of  Rhodesia  from  the 
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betrayers,  dispossesors  and  slayers  of  the  Matabele.  I am  not 
even  reconciled  to  this  last  attack  upon  the  liberties  of  our 
Colonies,  even  though  all  this  mischief  is  tacitly  acquiesced  in 
by  the  devotees  of  Mr.  Rhodes,  who  imagine  his  ill-gotten 
wealth  is  the  charity  that  covers  up  the  multitude  of  his  South 
African  sins. 

That  Lord  Milner  has  been  squeezed  by  pushful  plutocrats, 
who  presume  upon  their  past  success  in  squeezing  pushful 
politicians,  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  on  December  6th,  1901, 
when  free  and  independent,  he  indignantly  repudiated  “ the  idea 
that  the  Government  can  be  made  the  catspaw  of  the  mining 
industry,  to  procure  labour  for  them,  by  compulsion  or  other- 
wise, or  to  arbitrarily  reduce  the  scale  of  wages.  In  any  case 
it  is  no  business  of  the  Government  to  interfere  in  the  matter.” 

Sir  W.  Butler  showed  him  how  to  act  when  he  said  : “I 

decline  to  be  dragged  by  syndicates  in  South  Africa,  and  I 
will  not  obey  them.  They  are  not  my  chiefs.” 

Since  then  there  have  been  more  natives  employed,  and  more 
profits  earned  ; but  in  spite  of  this  Lord  Mliner  has  not  only 
become  the  fugleman  of  the  Rand  Magnates.  He  does  not 
“ care  twopence  ” for  the  British  people,  who  now  say  what  he 
properly  and  impartially  said  then. 

Of  Lord  Milner  we  shall  soon  have  to  say  : — 

Stiff  in  his  opinion,  always  in  the  wrong, 

Was  everything  by  turns  and  nothing  long, 

And  in  the  course  of  one  revolving  moon 
Was  statesman,  chymist,  fiddler  and  buffoon. 

But  his  gyrations  as  a Governor  should  not  blind  us  to  the 
fact  that  a colossal  blunder  is  imminent,  which  if  persisted  in 
can  never  be  undone,  except  by  the  sure  and  certain  loss  of 
South  Africa  to  the  Empire.  All  the  Colonies  are  against  it. 
Lord  Cromer  declines  to  allow  Soudanese  and  Egyptians  to  be 
deported.  Lord  Curzon  refuses  to  allow  Indians  to  come 
within  the  sphere  of  influence  of  Rand  magnates,  with'  their 
“ garden  city  ” compounds.  The  South  African  workmen  are 
solid  against  it,  as  are  all  the  Boers.  So  also  was  Mr. 
Chamberlain,  when  he  said  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  March 
24th,  1903  : — “ Remember  this,  the  vast  majority  of  the 

people  in  South  Africa  are  opposed  both  to  forced  and 
Asiatic  labour,  and  so  long  as  that  condition  obtains  the 
Government  are  not  going  to  force  compulsory  or  Asiatic  labour 
upon  them.” 

In  every  other  country  where  gold  is  won  from  the  earth, 
white  men  are  employed  at  wages  nearly  as  high  as  on  the 
Rand,  under  more  costly  and  difficult  conditions  of  working. 
Even  if  white  wages  were  paid  to  white  men,  the  diminution 
of  profit  would  gradually  be  reduced  by  the  economies  dear 
labour  always  effect  in  inventions,  labour-saving  machinery, 
readjustment  and  reorganisation  of  working. 
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Already  there  are  3,000  more  white  men  employed  than 
before  the  war  in  occupations  that  were  wholly  or  partly  done 
by  Kaffirs.  This  encroachment  on  the  domain  of  unskilled 
labour  by  the  improvement  of  processes,  methods,  and  segre- 
gation of  workers  and  specialisation  of  work  can  be  enormously 
extended  if  the  mine  owners’  methods  are  improved,  as  ably 
proved  by  Mr.  Cresswell,  and  endorsed  by  other  experts,  and 
strongly  emphasised  by  Mr.  Eckstein,  and  endorsed  by  Sir 
P.  Fitzpatrick  at  the  meeting  of  Rand  mines  in  November, 
1903,  both  of  whom  believe  that  the  native  labourer  can  be 
diminished  enormously  and  the  white  miners  largely  increased. 
Already  the  self-imposed  relative  and  preventable  shortage  of 
labour  has  stimulated  invention  and  economy,  with  the  result 
that  savings  of  from  20  to  40  per  cent,  has  been  made  on 
stores,  and  about  20  per  cent,  on  labour,  in  comparison  with 
costs  before  the  war. 

It  is  estimated  by  several  who  know  that  the  worker’s  share 
has  dropped  from  34  to  20  per  cent,  of  net  produce,  while  the 
share  of  the  mine  owners  increased  from  24  per  cent,  to  39  per 
cent,  of  the  net  gold  produced  in  March,  1903  ; and  this 
in  spite  of  the  fact  that  to  the  worker  cost  of  living  on  the 
Rand  has  gone  up  30  per  cent,  since  the  war. 

The  idea  that  white  men  will  not  do  this  class  of  work  is 
refuted  by  the  experience  of  other  countries.  If  there  is  a 
double  dose  of  original  sin  of  laziness  in  a white  man  who  goes 
to  South  Africa,  that  must  be  cured,  as  it  will  be,  by  the  influx 
of  white  people  to  the  Rand. 

The  way  to  convert  them  to  this  view — and  incidentally  the 
peopling  of  South  Africa  with  white  men — is  to  refuse 
capitalists  Chinese  labour,  make  them  treat  their  Kaffir  labour 
better,  and  then,  by  the  benefits  to  all  arising  therefrom,  they 
will  reconcile  their  interests,  and  even  their  relatively  high 
profits,  to  the  general  good  of  South  Africa,  and  all  the 
industries  dependent  on  mining,  will  gradually  improve. 

If  they  will  not  sink  their  private  in  the  public  good,  then 
they  must  forfeit  their  monopoly- — which  is  costing  ^80,000  a 
week  to  maintain  for  soldiers  alone,  apart  from  the  ^200,000 
for  125  of  Milner’s  inexperienced  officials — and  the  Imperial 
authority  must  take  over  their  liabilities,  and  deal  with 
the  recalcitrant  mine  owners  as  they  deserve,  by  national- 
ising the  mines  and  carrying  out,  in  fact,  what  the  Mining 
Correspondent  of  the  “Times”  expressed  in  August,  1902, 
when  he  said  : “J  have  always  maintained  that  precious 

metalsy  such  as  goldy  are  the  property  of  the  State , being  held 
in  trust  for  the  benefit  of  the  people .” 

Something  must  be  done,  either  by  substantial  concession  on 
the  part  of  the  mine  owners  ; or  drastic  reform  imposed  by  the 
Imperial  Government,  who,  by  virtue  of  the  money,  trouble, 
and  cost  expended  on  South  Africa  by  the  machinations  of 
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the  mine  owners,  have  the  right — as  it  is  their  duty  in  the 
highest  imperial  interests — to  intervene,  even  at  the  price  of 
dispossession,  transfer,  or  control,  on  terms,  ere  reform 
becomes  too  late,  and  revolution  at  the  Cape  solves  the  problem 
for  both  of  them. 

If  the  Government  have  not  the  courage  to  expropriate  the 
mine  owners,  then  they  should  compel  the  mines  to  employ  more 
white  labour,  and  with  native  labour  released  from  the  cursed 
compound  system  so  unnecessary  for  gold  mines,  hand  over 
to  the  shareholders  the  difference  between  present  and  future 
cost.  If  there  is  a balance,  as  I believe  probable,  and  if  there 
be  a loss,  which  I doubt,  they  must  sustain  it  temporarily,  till 
the  economy  of  high  wages  yields  the  inevitable  reward  of  its 
wise,  prescient,  humane  and  ultimately  profitable  adoption. 
Several  schemes  have  already  been  submitted  to  Sir  A.  Lawley 
by  competent  and  experienced  American  and  Australian  mining 
engineers,  some  of  whom  believe  and  prove  that  with  Kaffir 
labour  and  white  labour  judiciously  used,  there  will  be  a more 
regular  and  as  high  a yield  per  ton  than  now. 

Australia  pays  the  white  miner  is.  gd.  per  hour,  as  against 
the  Rand  Kaffir  who  gets  2s.  to  2s.  6d.  for  ten  hours,  with 
one  white  miner  at  20s.  per  day  to  every  eight  Kaffirs.  It  is 
obvious  from  this  that  the  Rand  ore  could  be  worked  at  even 
a greater  profit  with  the  native  better  treated  and  more  white 
men  employed.  This  method  would  put  the  mining  industry 
on  a sound  financial  and  economic  basis,  and  would  eliminate 
the  political  and  social  elements  that,  to  the  danger  of  the 
Commonwealth,  are  mixed  up  with  commercial  concerns  in 
Africa. 

The  natives  now  in  compounds,  separated  from  their  friends 
and  families,  could  be  lodged  in  native  locations,  as  at  Indwe. 

“ The  Indwe  Company  have  between  200  and  300 
families  settled  on  land  adjacent  to  their  mines.  They  give 
each  man  six  acres  of  land  to  cultivate,  and  grazing  for  a 
limited  number  of  live  stock,  for  which  a rent  of  ^3  per 
annum  is  paid.  They  sign  a contract  to  work  eighteen  days  a 
month  at  2s.  per  day.  This  answers  well  in  keeping  skilled 
native  labour  together.  In  actual  practice  they  don’t  work 
more  than  fifteen  days  per  month,  and  constant  supervision  is 
needed  to  secure  even  so  much.  On  the  whole,  the  system 
works  well,  and  we  are  extending  it.” 

East  Africa,  East  and  West  Indies,  and  the  West  Coast 
have  no  difficulty  at  all  in  getting  native  labour.  Pay  them 
their  wages  weekly,  and  otherwise  adapt  industry  to  native 
habits,  and  all  will  be  well  for  both  native  and  owner, 
particularly  if  it  be  the  State.  If  the  mine  owners  will  not 
yield,  impose  upon  their  industry  till  they  do  the  army  cost 
of  ^80,000  a week,  which  their  greed  and  obstinacy  alone 
necessitates.  Parliament  for  many  years  has  limited  the  profits 
of  monopolies  dependent  upon  the  community  for  service, 
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supply,  or  franchise  in  the  United  Kingdom,  such  as  gas  and 
water.  Apply  such  a rule  in  Imperial  interests  to  South 
African  monopolies,  which  range  in  yield  from  io  to  180  per 
cent.,  and  if  necessary  pool  the  dividends  and  equalise 
the  profits  ; and  as  these  cannot  be  worked  at  all  without 
Imperial  sanction,  protection  and  assistance  in  the  supply  of 
labour,  the  Imperial  State  has  a right,  in  exchange  for  these 
privileges,  to  determine,  for  the  peace  of  South  Africa,  how 
these  monopolies  shall  be  humanely  managed.  Distrain  upon 
them  for  the  arrears  of  promised  payment  of  their  loan,  and  if 
these  expedients  do  not  convince  them  of  the  error  of  their 
ways,  withdraw  the  Imperial  troops.  Leave  them  to  the 
tender  mercies  of  the  Colonials,  who  fought  for  their  interests, 
and,  having  fought,  are  to  receive  as  their  reward  betrayal, 
dispossession,  and  emigration  from  a country  that  black  and 
white  labour  have  developed  for  a class  who  have  riches 
without  responsibility,  wealth  without  wisdom,  money  without 
morality,  and  who  are  determined  in  their  attempt  to  secure 
slave  labour  to  set  up  against  the  Empire  as  a whole  the  sordid 
interests  of  a small  class  who  too  long  have  had  this  Cabinet 
at  their  mercy,  this  Government  at  command,  with  the  result 
that  the  resources,  morale,  and  reputation  of  our  race  have 
been  frittered  away. 

Failing  this  proper  and  firm  action,  which  is  called  for 
by  the  facts  of  misgovernment,  imposed  upon  South  Africa 
solely  by  the  mine  owners,  whose  war  and  subsequent 
domination  has  produced  the  present  situation,  there  is 
another  alternative,  and  that  is  to  give  the  two  Colonies 
self-government,  as  promised. 

The  war  was  for  franchise,  for  equal  rights  for  all  white 
men.  It  was  to  assimilate  the  freedom  of  South  Africa  to 
that  of  Britain.  The  question  of  reviving  chattel  slavery  is 
not  one  to  which  Lord  Milner  can  be  allowed  (at  dictation 
of  would-be  slave  owners)  to  give  the  answer.  So  far 
as  the  United  Kingdom  is  concerned,  the  people  are 
absolutely  against  it,  as  an  election  would  prove.  The 
South  African  people  are  as  solid  against  it,  and  no  one 
has  proved  the  scarcity  of  Kaffir  labour  when  properly  treated. 
On  the  contrary,  all  the  witnesses  declare  that  patience,  time, 
kindness  and  good  administration,  firmly  enforced  against  the 
sordid  elements  in  South  Africa,  will  render  unnecessary  a 
step  that  once  taken  will  eventually  lead  to  the  loss  of  South 
Africa  to  Britain,  and  pave  the  way  for  further  moral  and 
political  damage  to  a State  that  is  only  greater  than  others 
by  virtue  of  the  past  sacrifices  to  secure  the  liberty  of  the 
subject,  freedom  for  the  worker,  black,  white  and  yellow, 
which  this  Chinese  Labour  Ordinance  reverses,  damages,  or 
destroys. 
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